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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must Concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 


threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 
in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





Steel & Faith — Industry Tempered By Religion 


Big Steel management leaders and the steel union chiefs have con- 
ceded that the recent long, bitter steel strike might have been more easily 
settled if the union leaders had convened with the individual steel corpor- 
ations rather than confining all negotiations at the Summit of the industry. 
(This view is borne out by the fact that the only settlement made during 
the long strike was in separate negotiations with the comparatively small 


Kaiser Steel Co.) This is an ominous and revealing confession. 


“There was so much bad feeling 
and distrust at the top that it was 
hard to get the wheels of compro- 
mise moving,” commented a mem- 
ber of the Government arbitration 
group. 

No one now disputes the belief 
that if the steel corporations had 
lowered prices last spring before the 
strike began, a very different atmos- 
phere would have prevailed. Steel 
profits were the highest on record 
and the steel workers the highest 
paid in industry. Top personnel 
leaders urged last spring —as we 
reported at the time — that steel 
prices be lowered so management 
would be in a position to demand 
that labor hold the line on wages 
and, moreover, so industry could be 
relieved of some of the onus of 
profiteering in the face of the grow- 
ing inflation. But big steel manage- 
ment took a to-hell-with-the-public 
posture. 

Steel labor leaders could be charg- 
ed with equal indifference to the 
public welfare were it not for one 
very important point which has been 
neatly ignored in the press: All auth- 
oritative suggestions to submit the 
issues to arbitration before impartial 
judges were rejected by steel man- 
agement; whereas the union leaders 
agreed to submit their claims to ar- 
bitration and to abide by the judg- 
ment of the arbitrators. Certainly 
more imaginative business leaders 
would not have permitted this 
damning fact to go on the record, 
for it will surely rise to curse big 
business in critical days ahead. 

To date the blinds are still pulled 
on the negotiations continuing be- 
tween railroad management and the 
railroad unions. Before Feb. 1, either 
peace or war will be declared in the 
nation’s transport system. The set- 


tlement in steel and railroads will 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 








Panama And Suez 


When the Egyptian President 
Gamal Nasser seized the Suez Canal 
two and one-half years ago, some 
statesmen urged that all strategic 
waterways, such as the Suez, the 
Dardenelles and the Panama Canal, 
be internationalized under the di- 
rection of the United Nations. Sev- 
eral American voices of note sup- 
ported this view, but all such sug- 
gestions were quickly squelched by 
official Washington. During recent 
anti-U. S. riots in Panama, thou- 
sands of Panamanians, most of 
them of student age, tore up the 
American flag, fought for hours 
against U. S. Canal Police and de- 
manded that the Canal be turned 
over to the Panamanian government, 
thus bringing the question again to 
the fore. Once more official Wash- 
ington seeks to dispose of the prob- 
lem by branding the disturbances 
as “Communist inspired,” a cheap 
and easy way of dodging the real 
issue. 

As we forecast at the time Nasser 
seized Suez. this entire question of 
international canals will take on 
greater dimensions when the Egyp- 
tian Government proves itself cap- 
able of administering the Suez Canal 
as well as, if not better, than the 
British-French Canal Company. 

Although most American news 
channels have ignored such reports, 
the foreign press has lately played 
up the news of the extraordinary 
success the Egyptian Canal Corpor- 
ation has attained in the operation 
of Suez. Not only has the Canal 
Authority been able to exceed ex- 
pectations in making a profit of over 
315 million a year, but a steady im- 
provement of the canal facilities has 
been accomplished at a pace far in 
advance of anvthing that had been 

(continued third col., THIRD page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 
OF JUDGMENT AND MERCY 


E stand today some place between the Old and New Testaments, 

suggests C. L. Sulzberger, chief European correspondent of the N. Y. 
Times, out of his experience in covering diplomatic military conferences. 
The message of the Old Testament is of law and judgment; the lesson of the 
New Testament is of understanding, mercy and love. Law and judgment 
built the background of civilization while man’s capacities were limited. But 
the New Testament, foreseeing man’s expanding resources, projected under- 
standing, mercy and love as not only the fulfillment of the law but the abso- 
lute essentials for human survival in an age of unlimited power. 


THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF COMMUNISM call for judgment. 
The Old Testament minds around us demand that we resume atom bomb 
tests, that we pile missile upon missile, that we revise our codes of Christian 
morality so that we might strike Russia first (“pre-emptive war’’). But the 
New Testament mind urges the recognition that a program resulting in the 
death of 60 million Americans and the injuring of 40 million or more, the 
devastation of all our cities is not a “defense” plan. Does an eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth mean anything when the whole body is consumed? 
(With rare exception, only those scientists and technicians associated in one 
way or another with the military or with the new modern arms industries 
— planes, missiles, electronics — preach that the effects of atomic war can 
be greatly modified by civil defense measures. The great theoretical phys- 
icists, who created the atomic age, rarely join in these glib reassurances.) 


WE MAKE NO APOLOGY for this Newsletter’s adherence to a 
New Testament approach to the news. Only in this way can the events of 
our day be seen in accurate perspective and in their true values. An Old 
Testament threat of atomic vengeance in this crowded world can but alien- 
ate men. The only victory now obtainable is in winning the allegiance of 
men — which calls for understanding and love. This applies not only to the 
uncondmitted millions of Asia, Africa and Latin America, but also to the 
millions in Russia and Red China who are the first victims of communism 


and who would become our allies if a New Testament bigness of mind and 
heart possessed us. 


ATOM BOMB TESTS TO BE RENEWED? 


ERE is what's behind the renewed propaganda war over A-bomb tests: 

There is no particular problem in connection with the usual atmos- 
pheric tests; both nations have the means of detecting such explosions within 
a few hours with their frontier radar and atmospheric sampling outposts. 
Also, both have the means in their orbiting space satellites of detecting 
A-tests in outer space. The fresh discord has erupted over underground 
tests because in this is exposed the insincerity about disarmament on both 
sides. The U. S. military has been determined all along to continue under- 
ground tests, for such experiments will have to do with the further devel- 
opment of tactical atomic weapons, the kind that would enable the U. S. 
to overcome any advantage in manpower the Russian forces might have on 
the battlefield. (This argument seems rational enough were it not for the 
generally suppressed fact that the total numerical strength of the U. S. and 
allied armed forces actually exceeds that of the Soviet and European sat- 
ellites. BTL, Dec. 15; House Appropriations Committee Report P. 793-814.) 


THE U. S. POSITION ON THE UNDERGROUND TESTS has 
been favored by the discovery of new methods for conducting these tests 
that make such blasts all but undetectable. If the experiment is made in a 


deep large cavern, the air spaces cushion the explosion so much that, at a 
(continued first col... NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast 


distance, the impact is indistinguishable from an ordinary earthquake tremor 
of which there are many daily. Thus no real test ban will be enforceable 
without a meticulous inspection system. This the Russians cannot accept at 
present for political reasons since adequate inspection would expose to the 
eyes of the world the evidences of internal weakness and oppression inside 
Russia. Also. as we have pointed out previously, the Kremlin defense chiefs 
do not trust the West, any more than we trust the Russians. Russian Army 
spokesmen have often warned through their military publications that if the 
“capitalist powers” are permitted to learn all about Soviet defense secrets, 
the international arms control agreements might be cancelled and the newly 
gained information could be used against Russia in a surprise attack. The 
Pentagon’s determination to continue atomic tests, together with these Rus- 
sian fears, are the barriers that will have to be overcome if progress is made 
in disarmament. 

IF THE U. S. GOES AHEAD with the underground tests, the Sov- 
iet will make tremendous propaganda use of the fact. All diplomatic circles 
agree that the common people everywhere on the globe are horrified at the 
thought of a renewal of atomic blasts of any description. Most of the 
world — except the American public — is fully aware, moreover, that the 
U. S. has made over 160 different A-tests compared to about 60 by the 
Russians, the U. S. already having had more than its share of weapons 
experiments. Thus the resumption of A-tests by the U. S. will place in the 
hands of the Kremlin the most powerful propaganda weapon the Red bosses 
could hope for. The Pentagon publicity, claiming that the new underground 
tests will not add to the radioactive poison in the atmosphere, will have 
little influence on world thought in the face of the Soviet’s posturing as the 
champion of peace, while accusing the U. S. of atomic outrages against 
mankind. America’s prestige and leadership will suffer great loss. Between 
The Lines has received many warnings along this line from our contacts 
abroad (American educators, missionary and diplomatic personnel and oth- 
ers), views that can be verified by scanning the foreign press in any great 
metropolitan library. 

ANOTHER BARRIER TO DISARMAMENT is the campaign 
being pushed by extremists who seek to curb the Eisenhower peace drive, 
who would restore the brinkmanship of former days by rebuilding the 
legend that Russia is planning to launch a military assault against the U. S. 
if not now, then eventually, and probably sooner! All this, as we have re- 
ported frequently, is without any evidence of any kind that such an attack 
has been or is now planned. To the contrary, none of the world’s leading 
authorities and observers on Soviet affairs subscribe to this theory (George 
Kennan, Harrison Salisbury, Edward Crankshaw, Henry Shapiro and 
others). 


(continued) 


The latest technique of the extremists is to employ ‘‘specialists’ to make biased surveys 
on international aftairs and present their findings as vaguely worded warnings on the danger of a 
Russian attack but without supporting evidence. To this legend of an imminent Soviet attack is 
added the thesis that our Christian moral code is out of date, that we must accept the necessity 
of being prepared to strike Russia first. In many publications these surveys are headlined to 
give an alarming impression. 


Some other current surveys present a tempered and balanced picture giving more empha- 
sis to the economic threat of communism and using Russian armed power as a corollary or sup- 
porting force behind their economic and political subversive revolutionary aims. All author- 
itative observers of Soviet affairs agree upon this interpretation. 


The more alarming surveys that emphasize the danger of a Russian military attack are 
financed and prepared by such groups as the Rand Corporation, the Rockefeller interests and 
others who are closely allied with the plane, missile, electronic, submarine building indus- 
tries. When the “experts” are identified, instead of being scholars of the stripe we have named 
or leading physicists (of the stature of Hans Bethe, Leo Szilard, Nils Bohr, Harold Urey, Robert 
Oppenheimer or Linus Pauling), they are technical research men related in one way or another to 
the same war industries! Is this fair, is this safe? 


PRESSURE IN OUR OWN HEMISPHERE 


HE most dangerous front that bears down upon us now is the social- 
T economic-racial-population pressure that is building up rapidly 
everywhere and which cannot be touched by atom bombs and missiles. Take 
the social-economic-population bomb on our doorstep — Cuba. If Cuba 
goes Communist, can we cure it by lobbing a hydrogen missile onto Ha- 
vana and killing a million ragged peasants? Some of the mouthpieces of po- 
litical and military fanaticism are already trying to lay down the “legal” 
pattern, in terms of the Monroe doctrine and past mutual defense agree- 
ments, for a U. S. armed invasion of Cuba. If we attempt anything resem- 
bling that, all of Latin America would blow up in our faces in rabid anti- 
Americanism. It has already happened to Vice President Nixon on his 
visits to these countries after the people had managed to get rid of some of 
their obnoxious dictators with whom American oil, fruit and sugar interests 
had been palsy-walsy for years. 

IN OUR RECENT REPORTS ON CUBA. we emphasized that the 
revolution there was long overdue. For corporate wealth on the island. 
much of it American, could no longer maintain a status quo which was in- 
tolerable to a people who had become awakened to their rights and privi- 
leges. We did not minimize the weakness, absurdities and dangerous tenden- 
cies of Castro, nor did we minimize the threat that Castro’s regime might 

(continued first col.,. NEXT page) 


Steel & Faith 
set the economic pattern for the 
next 12 or 18 months, for steel and 
railroad wages will affect trucking 
and transport of all sorts and, in- 
directly, most other industries. It is 
obvious that wage and price in- 
creases will feed the fires of inflation. 


(continued ) 


THE SOARING SIXTIES: Aside 
from these critical areas. many econ- 
omists are hailing the “soaring six- 
ties” as years of continued economic 
growth. One fallacy — and an im- 
portant one —in all the dazzling 
headlines about the continued pros- 
perity is the persistent tendency to 
forecast the future almost exclusive- 
ly in terms of the expectations of 
the great industries and corpora- 
tions. No one is paying much atten- 
tion to the small business man, the 
distributor, builder, farmer, dairy- 
man, poultry raiser, etc. Some of 
these are prosperous but many, 
many are not. The velvet of profits 
is gravitating more and more to- 
wards the large industrial concerns. 
What happens when the prosperity 
of the large corporations becomes 
top heavy — out of proportion to 
the lower levels of business? That 
question will hit us hard some day. 

Consider what is now accepted as 
average for corporation profits: In 
a recent report in Fortune Maga- 
zine, General Motors was shown to 
be averaging about 24 per cent prof- 
it on net worth after taxes: General 
Electric, about 18 per cent: du Pont, 
18 per cent; Standard. Gulf and 
Shell oil corporations, about 13 per 
cent; the average of the 20 largest 
steel corporations approximately 16 
per cent (U. S. Steel about 17 per 
cent). All these profits are computed 
after taxes and on net worth. 


So indeed everything looks glow- 
ing for the future. But nobody does 
any tabulation on what profits are 
being made on net worth by the in- 
dependent merchant or distributor 
who deals with the products of these 
companies, or by the producers of 
the nation’s food. We have sought 
in vain for some such comprehensive 
report. To secure the facts, one must 
cull through a mass of bankruptcies 
and failures, finally coming up with 
a picture that varies considerably 
from the projected glitter of the 
Golden Sixties — and the variation 
is downward. We find that 7 per 
cent profit on investment is a better- 
than-average return, after allowing 
adequate wages for personal ser- 
vices of the small operator. And the 
high salaries for executives and di- 
rectors, plus expense accounts. have 
all been deducted before corporation 
profits are estimated. Farmers, dairy- 
men and poultry raisers do well to 
make reasonable wages with no re- 
turn on investment these days. Yet 
7 per cent is less than half what the 
top 20 corporations (which make at 
least 50 per cent of the nation’s 


goods and food) clear on profits. 
How secure is our free enterprise 
under these circumstances? 


THIS SITUATION IS AKIN to 
the Senate Anti-Trust investigations 
of the wholesale prices of drugs. 
Evidence indicates that the manu- 
facturers’ mark-up of drugs for com- 
bating such widely prevalent dis- 
eases as arthritis has been more 
than 1000 per cent! Senate inquiry 
also noted that the same corpora- 
tions had placed a mark-up of over 
7000 per cent on certain drugs 
widely used in the treatment of 
female ailments. (To the credit of 
the American press, we should note 
that these findings received wide 
publicity in most communities, des- 
pite the pressure of nationwide ad- 
vertising combines.) The corporation 
heads appearing before the Com- 
mittee denied that the profits and 
price fixing methods were excessive, 
because of the costly and extensive 
research necessary to produce the 
products. But the profits of these 
drug corporations and the spectac- 
ular gains on their investments on 
the stock market, as in the situation 
of food, indicate exorbitant profit- 
taking entirely out of line with the 
much narrower profit margins of 
the local independent druggist and 
the pinched finances of the average 
family who, in hours of illness, must 
pay tribute to drug corporations for 
the things they desperately need to 
protect the family health. When 
the manufacturers were asked by 
the Senate committeemen if they 
thought this a fair treatment of the 
consumer, the drug manufacturers 
answered, “These products are not 
an important part of our business.” 
Sen. Kefauver replied, “They are 
important to those who need them.” 

An instance of the Committee’s findings 
involves the production of prednisolone, which 
sells under the trade name of meticortelone, 
a product used especially in the treatment of 
arthritis and rheumatic diseases. The subcom- 
mittee produced cost estimates, which were 
not denied by the manufacturers, showing 
that it cost $1.57 to produce 100 tablets for 
which the druggist had to pay wholesale 
$17.90, a mark-up of 1118 per cent. The price 
which the wholesaler suggested that the drug- 
ist charge the consumer is $29.83, a mark-up 
of 1863 per cent over the manufacturing cost. 
In contrast, the subcommittee staff reported 
that a small pharmaceutical company, which 
the big drug companies have been trying to 
suppress, has been seliing 100 of these tablets 
for $2.70 wholesale! The drug manufacturers 
stated, as the best indication their prices were 
not excessive, the fact that customers using 
these drugs are able to continue their daily 
activities ‘“‘who otherwise would be crippled. 
They only have to pay 30 to 60 cents a day to 
us to keep them in good condition.’” A member 
of the committee asked, ‘‘Then you measure 
the prices of your product on the tribute you 
feel is fair to collect rather than on the actual 
costs?’ The president of the corporation then 
lost his temper and accused Sen. Kefauver of 

persecuting business.” 

The question coming up for an 
answer some day is what is the pur- 
pose of making drugs — just to 
squeeze wealth out of the sick.... 
or to heal? What is the purpose of 
steel and autos — just to pick the 
pockets of the consumer and heap up 


mountains of junk? 

God has blessed us beyond meas- 
ure——but how are we justifying 
these blessings? 


Reuelation for the Alemic Age 


OuR HATES CARRIED To UNLIMITED DIMENSIONS 






Love CARRIED 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


collapse into a welter of Communist intrigue out of which a Red tyranny 
could arise. What we did emphasize — and which desperately needs to be 
recognized while there is still time for constructive action — is that good- 
will, helpfulness and sacrificial service is still the only true defense force. 
When selfish wealth and privilege tries to ameliorate its guilt by piling up 
and exploding atomic weapons, we thereby close the door on hope. 


There is probably a six months leaway left to establish a new U. S. 
policy towards Cuba — what will it be? A good start has been made by the 
State Department’s refusal to reduce the U. S. purchases of Cuban sugar. 
There is much more that could be done. Have you written your Senator and 
Representative lately? Letters to the State Dept.. Congress and the White 
House and all such expressions are ways of putting your conviction and 
your prayers into action. 


BIRTH CONTROL — POLITICS AND RELIGION 


(We respect every man’s faith and abhor all forms of religious intolerance. But when re- 
ligion impinges on our political freedoms, truth must be compassionately examined. Any po- 
litical force that wauld suppress this is tyranny; any religious institutionalism that wou'd deny 
it is the handmaiden of tyranny.) 

HE real issues involved in the birth control controversy are seldom 

clearly or fairly presented because of Roman Catholic pressure on the 
press. (The memories of angry boycotts led by Catholic bishops against 
newspapers in Columbus, Ohio, Pueblo, Colorado, and elsewhere are still 
fresh in newsroom memories.) The opposition to the use of contraceptives 
by the Roman Church has been eloquently stated by numerous hierarchal 
voices: that all such “mechanical devices degrade marriage” and are con- 
trary “to divine and natural law.” It should be noted, however. that for 
years the church defiantly opposed all suggestions of population control 
until the fact that poverty and hunger also degrade marriage became upper- 
most in the world’s consciousness. The hierarchy finally retreated one im- 
portant step in accepting “planned parenthood” by the “rhythm” method. 
There are reasons to believe that circumstances will compel a further retreat. 

When eminent scholars and historians announced their findings on 
the pressing dangers of over-population, Pope John restated the hierarchy’s 
opposition to planned parenthood as a world policy with the declaration 
that birth control would be unnecessary if “social justice prevails and all 
the riches which come from the earth could be put to the disposal of all.” 

THERE SHOULD BE NO QUARREL with this principle among 
Christian men — except that social justice lags dangerously far behind the 
population growth. And there are no more distressing examples than the 
inequities in the “most Catholic” countries — Italy and Spain — with all 
of Catholic Latin America in a similar plight. After centuries of extreme 
and widespread poverty alongside great citadels of self-indulgent wealth, 
Roman Catholic Italy has only recently been able to inaugurate social re- 
forms of consequence and these not until the nation found itself living un- 
der the threat of the largest Communist party outside of the Iron Curtain! 
(1.875.000 members in 1959. according to the N. Y. Times, Aug. 23. The 
U. S. Communist party has about 8,000.) 

ABSENTEE LANDLORDISM, primitive methods of agriculture 
and extensive unemployment, even in times of prosperity, have been nor- 
mal for Italy. (The Roman Church is one of Italy’s largest absentee land- 
owners.) And now all these problems are being multiplied by Italy’s bursting 
population growth. The plight of Spain parallels that of Italy, plus the suf- 
focating tyranny of Franco which is supported by U. S. military dollars. All 


of Latin America provides similar samples of the dangerous lag in social 
(continued first col.,. NEXT page) 


U. S. - Soviet Alliance Versus Red China? 


New tides are running in the deeper channels of American political 
thought concerning our relationship to Red China. These new considera- 
tions stem from the growing realization in diplomatic circles that, as to the 
future, there is more reason for tension to grow between Russia and Red 
China than there is between the U. S. and Russia. There are no actual 
territorial conflicts between Russia and the U. S. at any point: All boun- 
daries and frontiers are well defined; the only area where our frontiers even 
approach the Soviet is where the far outreaches of Siberia extend towards 
the bleak, uninhabited Aleutian Islands off the coast of Alaska. Neither 


area Can arouse envy on either side. 


The same cannot be said about 
the huge, under-populated areas that 
lie between European Russia and 
China. Outer and Inner Mongolia, 
the great province of Sinkiang, the 
high and wide domain of Tibet, 
these constitute a vast area where 
few people live and great natural 
resources are known to exist. Rus- 
sia’s population and industrial de- 
velopment presses eastward... . 
China’s population of 600 million 
burgeons forth in all provinces and 
there’s no place else to go but north 
and west, while China’s industrial 
life is desperate for raw materials. 
Hence historians point to the cer- 
tainty that tensions must grow in the 
midst of these pressures. This feel- 
ing is also strong in Russia. (A pro- 
fessor at Leningrad University com- 
mented to the editor of this News- 
letter, “Your country and mine will 
be allies again in 15 years.”) 


These views are being augmented 
by the report of a qualified research 
study prepared by impartial experts 
on Asia for the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the Senate. The study 
recommended a complete overhaul 
of U. S. thinking regarding China 
— both Red China and Formosa. 
The report indicates that such a re- 
vision should lead to: (1) The ad- 
mission of Red China to the United 
Nations. (2) Recognition of the 
Nationalist Government of Formosa 
as a separate Republic in the UN 
and shifting the Formosa delegates 
from the strategic Security Council 
to the General Assembly. The re- 
search study also recommended the 
enlarging of the Security Council 
(which has now five permanent 
members — Nationalist China, Rus- 
sia. Great Britain, France and the 
U. S.) to include Red China, Japan 
and India with the U. S. and Russia. 


Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D., Ark.) 
admitted that the study was provoc- 
ative but would command careful 
scrutinizing as Congress reconvenes. 
Said Fulbright, “While it is not 
necessary for the U. S. to recognize 
Red China at the present time, I do 
not believe it is wise to continue to 
ignore 600 million people on the 
China mainland in a naive belief 
that they will somehow go away.” 
The research study itself stated that 
“Red China has the strongest, most 
unified government that modern 
China has ever known....It is ex- 
tremely unlikely that the present 
regime will be seriously challenged 
by internal dissidence in the near 


future ....Communist China will 
....@merge as one of the major 
world powers in the late 20th Cen- 
tury.” 


Panama and Suez (cont.) 


even contemplated by its previous 
owners. Moreover, a staff of 1100 
administrative employees, including 
236 pilots, has run the canal more 
efficiently than did the 1460 employ- 
ees with over 300 pilots under the 
British-French Corporation. This 
means a reduction in personnel cost 
of nearly one-fourth! More ships 
are going through now than ever 
before with a record rate of 52 ships 
per day in recent months, without a 
single serious accident or delay — 
a record the old corporate owner- 
ship could not match in any period 
of their 70 years of operation. 


The news of this outstanding 
achievement by the Egyptians has 
been played up in the Panamanian 
press and has naturally fired the 
imagination of Panamanian youth. 


“What Can I Do?” 


Military Service and Religion: A 
documentary film entitled “Alterna- 
tives” has been produced by the 
National Service Board for Religious 
Objectors, 401 Third St., N. W., 
Washington 1, D. C. This is a 24 
minute, 16 mm, sound film in full 
color which outlines the Selective 
Service provisions for conscientious 
objectors and depicts the way in 
which young men are serving under 
these provisions. This film is a force- 
ful adjunct to any program planned 
to provide high school youth with 
adequate information on the alter- 
native service program available to 
those with religious convictions 
against military service. It is often 
coordinated effectively with the pro- 
grams which have been organized 
by the Committee on Full Informa- 
tion which we described in our 
Dec. 1 issue. (For information on 
how to arrange for teams of laymen 
to advise high school students on 
alternate service, write this Commit- 
tee, Box 101, Nappannee, Ind.) 





Changing Your Address? 


Let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
. . . before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between The 
Lines, 152 Madison Ave., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


reform, hence the recent revolutionary upheavals in Cuba, Guatemala, 
Venezuela and elsewhere. The indifferent record of the Roman Church itself 
in promoting “social justice and the sharing of the earth’s wealth” offers 
shocking evidence that preachments based on theological dogma will not 
be enough in the next decade. For these reasons, the great majority of 
scholars, historians and public officials throughout the world are convinced 
that birth control must be the next step if civilization is to escape the grave 
consequences of overcrowding. 


A SUMMARY OF THE POPULATION PRCBLEM is found in a U. S. Dept. of Agriculture re- 
port that population growth in much of the world is outstripping the rise in food 
production, which, on a per capita basis, is less now than before the last war. There is much 
more hunger today than 50 years ago and consequently more political instability. The UN esti- 
mates that world population is growing by 47 million a year — the equivalent of a nation the 
size of France! (For further data on population growth problems, study The Population 
Bomb, a publication distributed free by the Hugh Moore Fund, 51 E. 42nd St., N. Y. C.) 


THE POLITICAL-RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY loosed upon 
this country by the birth control debate has still deeper significance for all 
who believe in the supremacy of the enlightened individual conscience, 
which is the cornerstone of American democracy. Laymen are inclined to 
ignore or be disdainful of theology, yet theology is the foundation of liber- 
ty. For, briefly put, the spiritual heritage of the Anglo-Saxon world, which 
created our democracy, is based on the belief that the divine will is re- 
vealed to all men through the enlightened human conscience, illuminated 
and guided by Holy Scripture. Thus no doctrine or dogma which does not 
respect the freedom of the individual conscience, and which is not in accord 
with the universal moral concepts found in Holy Scripture, shall be per- 
mitted to have precedence over the laws guaranteeing these freedoms and 
upholding these moral concepts. (This is why systems of polygamy, slav- 
ery, cults of human torture, etc., are illegal in the U. S.) Therefore, when 
any issue arises that threatens this freedom of conscience and choice in 
America, and thus threatens our accepted moral concepts, then controversy 
and crisis is unavoidable. 


THE PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF CHOICE IN MARRIAGE 
has never been accepted by the Roman Catholic Church in America. The 
Catholic Church continues its attempt to “outlaw” legal marriages of Cath- 
olics to non-Catholics unless the ceremony is performed by a priest and the 
non-Catholic surrenders all rights in the home as regards spiritual matters, 
especially pertaining to the rearing of children. Catholics are told that such 
a marriage is “illegal” and that they are “living in sin” if the church’s “law” 
is not respected. This is a common experience in all American communities, 
although it is contrary to the spirit and text of the American Constitution. 
Many democratic American Catholics apparently resent this infringement 
on their rights as much as do Protestants. And when such a marriage con- 
tract comes into dispute before a civil court, the requirements of the church 
are declared to be neither binding nor legal. (Such a case was recently con- 
sidered in the courts of Toledo, Ohio.) In numerous Catholic countries. 
Protestants and other non-Catholics suffer much persecution because of 
these undemocratic Catholic marriage laws. (Christian Century, Jan. 22, 
*58; Oct. 9, Nov. 20, °57.) 

Apologists for the church say that Catholic marriage ‘‘laws’’ are to protect ‘‘the sanctity 
of marriage.’ But what about the Catholic marriages of persons of note — such as the late Tyrone 
Power and Wm. O'Dwyer, former mayor of New York City, and many others who had either been 
married before or married divorced persons? Both Power and O’Dwyer’s bride had been married 
previously, and Mrs. O’Dwyer was and is a Catholic. The church’s method in such cases is to de- 
clare the previous marriages nil and non-existent, since they did not take place in the church or 
one party was non-Catholic. Thus the marriage to a Catholic after one or several divorces can be 
arranged. Is it marriage or dogma that is sacred? 

SEN. KENNEDY, AS A CATHOLIC AND A PRESIDENTIAL 
HOPEFUL, has tried with courage and skill to keep this conflict between 
Catholic dogma and freedom from becoming a political issue. Apparently 
his words have been too clear and too bold, for when he publicly stated that 
his dedication to the American Constitution would have precedence over 
his religious committments, the Roman hierarchy, whose word is law to 
34 million American Catholics, quickly reacted. Why? We may learn why 
by observing what is being taught in Catholic parochial schools: In the 
volume Christian Principles and National Problems by Ostheimer and De- 
laney, published under the imprimatur of Cardinal Spellman, we read, 
“The doctrine of the church . . . is that the state must profess and promote 
not any religion, but the one true form of worship founded by Christ and 
continuing today in the Catholic Church alone. . . . As an ideal then, church 
and state should be united in their efforts. The non-Catholic and non-bap- 
tized should be permitted to carry on their own form of worship . . . only 
as long as there would be no danger . . . to the faithful.” Where docs this 
leave freedom of choice and the American Constitution on the separation 
of church and state? In Spain, Italy and numerous Catholic countries in 
Latin America, hundreds of Protestant churches and schools have been 
closed or even destroyed and not a few Protestants killed, because they 
presented a “danger to the faithful.” (N.Y. Times. May 2, 3. Aug. 26, °59: 
Jan. 21, "58: Dec. 12, °56.) 
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In Living Our Faith by Fiynn, Loretto and Simeon, also published under the imprimatur 
1! Speliman, we read, ‘The question of the union or separation of church and state has 
since the Protestant revolt. An idea! situation exists when there is perfect union 
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church and state and settlement is unattainable, the rights of the church should prevail, since it 
possesses the highest authority.” The same book points out to the children that ‘’non-Catholic 
methods of worshiping God must be branded as counterfeit.” 


A volume used in Catholic colleges, State and Church by Mons. J. H. Ryan, Professor of 

Moral Theology at the Catholic University of America, states clearly, ‘But Constitutions can be 

changed and non-Catholic sects may decline to such a point that political proscription of them 

may become feasible and expedient. What protection would they have against a Catholic state? 

. Years hence the U. S. may become overwhelmingly Catholic and may then restrict the free- 
dom of non-Catholic denominations.” 


IN NUMEROUS INSTANCES Roman Catholic clerics are now 
endeavoring to force their views on birth control upon the medical pro- 
fession and the public alike. Some New England states with Roman Catho- 
lic majorities already have laws forbidding the sale of contraceptives. Such 
a law in Connecticut has recently been reviewed in a state court and will 
likely soon be tested before the U. S. Supreme Court. If it is declared un- 
constitutional, the fat of dogma will really be in the fire! Protestant doctors 
are often banned from Catholic hospitals if they are known to have ad- 
vised birth control and, in many communities, where the only or the lead- 
ing hospital is Catholic, this is tantamount to barring them from general 
practice. 


ALL THIS IS UNDERSCORED in the Syllabus of Pope Pius 1X 
which is accepted under oath by all priests just before ordination. We quote 
from Articles 20, 24, 77: “The Ecclesiastical power has the right to exer- 
cise its authority independent of the toleration of the civil government. The 
church has the power of employing force and of exercising direct and in- 
direct temporal power . . . when necessary, even in the present day, that 
the Catholic religion shall be held as the only religion in the state to the 
exclusion of all other forms of worship.” The justification of the use of 
force by the Vatican explains why the recent persecutions of Protestants in 
Spain, Colombia, Mexico and elsewhere are not condemned by the hier- 
archy here or in Rome, although the authenticity of these persecutions is 
beyond dispute and American Catholic laymen abhor these outrages as 
much as any citizen. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF SEN. JOHN KENNEDY — in or out of 
politics — is that he is believed by many to represent a new liberal move- 
ment among American Catholics. They give all due devotion to the church 
as a source of spiritual life, but recognize that the traditions of Aimerican 
freedom should have precedence over Roman traditions and Roman dogma, 
wherever these dogmas conflict with constitutional American freedom. If 
the courageous Senator does represent such a liberal movement — and we 
have reason to believe so — then the real conflict is not between Protestants 
and Catholics but between liberal Catholics and the hierarchy. Naturally, 
Catholics can only speak of this cautiously, as often evidenced in the U. S. 
Catholic lay periodical Commonweal. Because of this known liberal move- 
ment among many Catholic laymen and not a few priests, we believe that 
this question should be brought into the open, that Protestant laymen may 
have a more compassionate understanding of the religious tides in Ameri- 
can life. (For the attitudes of leading liberal Catholic laymen, see the late 
Thomas Sugrue’s book A Catholic Speaks His Mind, published by Harper, 
*52; and Emmet J. Hughes’ book Report From Spain, Holt, °47.) 


SUCH A LIBERAL MOVEMENT in Catholicism is not new. John 
Huss was burned at the stake many decades before the Reformation be- 
cause he led a liberal movement within the church. The National Catholic 
Church of Poland —the minority Catholic Church of Poland — broke 
away from Roman papacy in such a move. The dogma of the infallibility 
of the Pope was not established till 1870 and only after many months of 
bitter debate. This dogma, the basis of much Roman authoritarianism today, 
was never accepted by some of the bishops of that day and only gradually 
was forced upon all branches of the church. (See “Infallibility” in the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica.) 


ENLIGHTENED AMERICAN CATHOLICS will probably have 
to go back eventually for their doctrinal support to the origin of the papal 
authority where there is some tangled history to straighten out. All historians 
outside of Roman Catholic circles — of every faith — agree that for 400 
years after Christ there was no Pope. The bishops of the early Christian 
church communities were on an equal democratic footing with the bishop 
of the church at Alexandria, the most influential for a century or more. Not 
until the fourth century A.D. did the Bishop of Rome become the most in- 
fluential of the bishops and began to be called Holy Father. 

(For an abbreviated, carefully documented summary of the history of the early Christian 
church, see the editor’s book, Journey Into Light, published by Between The Lines Press, $2.50.) 

These issues not only go deep into American life but they go deep 
into history. They will bear much influence on our future. To say they 
should not be spoken of is to say it is better to walk in darkness. 
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